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January Worship Service Schedule

1/5 - The Story of Us

Join us for a captivating worship service where we explore the power of storytelling to inspire, unite, and transform.
Stories are at the heart of who we are—as individuals, as a community, and as Unitarian Universalists. Through spoken
word, reflection, and music, we’ll celebrate the stories that grip us, guide us, and bring us into mutual care.

This service will ask:

What'’s the story we tell about ourselves and our community?

How do our shared stories reflect our values and vision?

What story will we leave for those who come after us?

Come ready to be inspired by the magic of story—its mystery, its wonder, and its power to remind us of our deep
interconnectedness.

All are welcome! Bring your presence, your curiosity, and an open heart as we reflect together on “The Story of Us.”

1/12- Stitching the Fabric of Our Lives into Fellowship

Our beloved UUFBR Community has its own unique patternin all our lives. UUFBR is a fabric stitched with the threads
of our lives sewn with love. We meet as UUs weaving our threads of wisdom, learning, care, and spirituality. In all the
activities we share at UUFBR, our friendships, and values as UU members are embroidered into the fabric of our lives
and stretch beyond UUFBR into our local community and society.

1/19 - Borrowing From Yourself

When Martin Luther King became pastor of Atlanta's Ebeneezer Baptist Church in 1960, he made the following
recommendation to the congregation: "In order to instill the idea of thrift in our members and reveal the concern of the
Church for the economic life of man, a committee shall be appointed to organize a Credit Union... The need for such an
institution in our Church is unquestioned. It will serve as a channel through which members can save money, and it
prevents them from having to go to downtown finance companies to make loans for exploitative interest rates. Actually
when the individual makes a loan from the Credit Union of which he is a member, he is borrowing from himself." This
Sunday, Heather Landstrom from Guardians Credit Union talks about how credit unions still play a critical role in
providing financial services to communities that have been traditionally underserved or unbanked.

1/26- Discourse on Victor Frankel/ International Holocaust Remembrance Day

Genocide cannot happen without the presence of the bystanders. The people, who although not directly participating
in a Genocide, stand by and in silence as thousands and sometimes millions of people are murdered simply because of
their identity or belief. Part of preventing Genocide, therefore, involves the creation of new type of citizens, the
upstanders, people who refuse to be silent and indifferent in the presence of atrocities. People who stand up and say
no to dehumanization and persecution of any group of human beings and who understand the value in human
diversity.

Share the Plate Offering

Donate using link
https://donorbox.org/support-
uufbr or QR code
"Please write Share the Plate in the
PEACE - People Engaged in Active Community Efforts - comment section when you make

your online gift."

Founded in 1991, they use the power of large numbers of

organized people to solve critical community problems


https://donorbox.org/support-uufbr
https://donorbox.org/support-uufbr

_ ppy 60th Birthday, Unicorﬂ!?'
“In January of 1965 the Unicorn was born. Its name was
the “whimsical brainchild of our [Board] President, Herb
Pocklington,” explained its first editor, Maurice Dufficey.
The columns of the early church organ were largely filled

by Editor Dufficey’s erudite and witty essays on whatever
struck his satirical fancy. In time they gave way to a more
informative and functional type of newsletter.” from

Through Thick and Thin: The first 20 Years history of

UUFBR (click on title to read the full version)
by Helen Hartley.



https://www.canva.com/design/DAGaCDlag1E/8iwv4VI7gk-GcSrxtrDuxQ/view?utm_content=DAGaCDlag1E&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=h3aa0f02610
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGaCDlag1E/8iwv4VI7gk-GcSrxtrDuxQ/view?utm_content=DAGaCDlag1E&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=h3aa0f02610

Fellowship Events

Game Night
Friday Night January 3rd 7:00 pm

Ready for an unforgettable evening of fun, laughs and competition? Grab your friends and join
us for Game Night with mouthwatering pizza and refreshing bottled water to keep you on top of
your game.

Feel free to bring your favorite drink to sip while you plot your next victory!

Don't let the fun pass you by—secure your spot and claim your slice by shooting an email to
Deliver2trish@gmail.com.

Let the games begin!

The UUFBR movie group returns!

Saturday January 4 at FOUR pm

All are welcomed. It’s easy really. We vote on suggested films from Netflix to watch any time during the
week.

Saturdays at FOUR we ZOOM together to share our thoughts and listen to each other. Just click on the
Zoom link.

The first session will be a free for all discussion about Holiday Movies.

Contact Ellen Cormier if you have any questions. The more the merrier

Use this link to join on Zoom:
https://zoom.us/j/97402403939?pwd=NXM4dGhHbIVpeVN3Yyt5RXFIUXJudz09

Meeting ID: 974 0240 3939 Passcode: 8FJTV2

One tap mobile: +13126266799,,97402403939# US

e
: Sunday, January 5, 2024
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Book Group
Wednesday, January 15
at 7:00 pm

Book Club January and February

2025's first Host will be Betty Tilton with
the Kristin Hannah Book, Nightingale.

Betty checked and there are several copies at the downtown Boca Library and Spanish River as well.
There are also audio copies.

Hoopla has ebooks and audio.
Delray Public Library has all e books, audio, hard copy, paperback and large print.

Special treat: February's book will be Bram Stoker's Dracula. Many copies in many forms available
including a graphic novel for children.

January 15, 2025 and February 19, 2025

See you then. Happy Holidays

UUFBR’S

-SUUPERBOWL

. e ﬂ“'
-~==|  FEBRUARY FOOD DRIVE ] T -
_ | Donate $1 or 1 Can of Soup Each Sunday

Super Bowl! Sunday is coming up on Sunday, February 9, 2025. UUFBR is running a smashmouth offense to
tackle hunger: the SUUPERBOWL! Here's how you can help!

1.Come to the SUUPERBOWL at UUFBR on Sunday, February 9th at 12 noon. Enjoy delicious soup and chili,
cornbread and crackers after our Sunday service. All you care to sup at the SUUPERBOWL.
Suggested donation $12 at the door.
Or buy a bowl for someone. Guests welcome!
Interested in being a chef in our chili cookoff? Bring a crockpot of
chili, soup, or stew to share - and win a SUUPERBOWL ring!
Contact tech2@uufbr.org
to sign up.
2. Go #BeyondtheBowl. Bring a can of soup or $1 every Sunday to
UUFBR during the month of February. Be a linebacker and help line
the labyrinth at UUFBR with
non-perishable nutrition. See the sign in Osias Hall for details.
3. Consider donating to our SUUPERBOWL campaign online at
GiveButter https://givebutter.com/SUUPERBOWL2025. Donations

will be passed on to to help #tacklehunger.



mailto:tech2@uufbr.org
https://givebutter.com/SUUPERBOWL2025

Vision & Mission Workshop: Shaping UUFBR’s Future Together

As we enter a new year, it's time to look forward and reimagine the future of UUFBR. Qur beloved
congregation has been a spiritual home for so many of us, a place where we find meaning through our shared
volunteer efforts and commitment to Unitarian Universalist values. But if UUFBR is fo thrive, we need a
renewed sense of purpose. We need to answer the fundamental questions: Who are we? Where are we
going? Why is UUFBR here?

This is why we are launching the Vision & Mission Workshop—an opportunity for all members to come
together and shape the future of UUFBR. It's a chance to reflect on what unites us as a community and
articulate the values that will guide us forward.

Why Now?

A Vision Statement asks, "Where do we see ourselves in five years?” It's been far too long since we asked this
question as a congregation. It's time to dream big and imagine what a thriving UUFER could look like in the
years to come.

Meanwhile, a Mission Statement asks, "How do we want to be known in the larger community?” It challenges
us to define what makes UUFBR unigue and how we live out our values in the world |

These two statements together define who we are, where we're going, and how we’'ll get there. They're the
foundation for everything we do as a congregation, from our worship services to our social justice initiatives.

Why Your Participation Matters

Crafting these statements is not just an intellectual exercise; it's a deeply spirtual one. It's about coming
together as a “Beloved Community in training” and committing to the values that unite us. Yes, WE WON'T
AGREE on every aspect of Unitarian Universalism—its intellectual, emotional, spiritual, and action-oriented
expressions—but that's part of what makes us strong.

The real challenge is to find it within ourselves to embrace this diversity. Can we practice tolerance that grows
into acceptance, acceptance that blossoms into appreciation, and appreciation that leads to gratitude? If we
can, we'll be stronger for it. But this only happens if each of us is willing to show up and share our vision.

Get Involved

We invite every member of UUFBR to participate in this process. Whether you're a year-round member. a
snowbird, or a friend of the Fellowship, your voice matters. Here's how you can get involved:

In-Person Vision & Mission Meetings: Join us in the Tumer Room on 1/5, 1119, and 1/26.
Zoom Meetings: Participate every Monday night from the comfort of your home.

* Vision & Mission Workshop: Save the date for February 8th, from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. This hybrid
event will include small group discussions, a shared lunch, and a collective drafting session.

This is your chance to help shape the future of UUFEBR. Let's come together to create a vision and mission that
reflects the best of who we are and the potential of what we can become. Together, we can ensure that
UUFER continues to thrive for generations to come.



Denominational News cont.

Board members subsequently engaged with the candidates in a series of
conversations before convening at the November 11 Board meeting to make a
final decision. After thoughtful consideration, the Board unanimously voted to
nominate the following candidates to run for election as the new UUA Moderator
or Co-Moderators:

e Rev. Kimberly Quinn Johnson, minister of the UU Congregation of the South
Fork on Long Island in Bridgehampton, New York, and Bill Young, atrustee on
the UUA Board who also served as the UUA Secretary from 2020-2024, who
arerunning as a team. If elected, Johnson and Young will serve as co-
moderators.

e Natasha Walker, Developmental Board Chair at Black Lives of Unitarian
Universalism (BLUU), who is running as an individual candidate.

The election for the new Moderator or Co-Moderators, who serve for a term of six
years, will take place at General Assembly 2025. The newly elected Moderator or
Co-Moderators will take office immediately after GA 2025. The term of the
current Co-Moderators, the Rev. Meg Riley and Charles du Mond, ends after GA
2025.

Learn more about the Moderator election process, including how to run by
petition, in this story from UU World.

In addition to the two options nominated by the board, a candidate or candidate
team may run by petition to the secretary of the Association. The deadline is
February 1, 2025, for candidates who choose to file a nomination by petition.

The moderator, a volunteer position, is the chief governance officer of the UUA.
The moderator chairs the UUA Board of Trustees; is the presiding officer at the
annual General Assembly; and works closely with the board, executive staff, and
committees of the Association to shape and hold the vision and mission of the
UUA.

You can find more information about the candidates at: Candidates for UUA
Moderator (2025-2031) | UUA.org



https://www.uua.org/uuagovernance/elections/candidates-uua-moderator-2025-2031
https://www.uua.org/uuagovernance/elections/candidates-uua-moderator-2025-2031

Sacred Sounds: Music to Welcome the New Year

As we welcome the New Year, it's a good time to think about
what matters to us. In January many of us look for new
beginnings, and music can help lift our spirits, match our beliefs,
and bring us together in hope. Classical music can be perfect for
this time of reflection and fresh starts. I'm listing here some
pieces that can guide us through personal meditation or shared
moments of celebration.

"Morning Has Broken" is a beautiful old song from Scotland
that Cat Stevens made famous. Its words about the beauty of
dawn connect well with January's promise of new starts. When
we hear lines about each morning being the first morning and each day being the first day, it
reminds us that we can always begin again. The gentle tune and its connection to nature make it
special whether for quiet reflection or group worship.

Beethoven's "Ode to Joy" is another powerful piece to listen to this month. The grand choir
finale in the 4th movement of his 9th symphony speaks about coming together and our shared
humanity. Its uplifting melody calls for fairness and kindness. When we listen to this
masterpiece, we can feel connected to people around the world who share our hopes for a
better future. The powerful orchestra and voices remind us of the strength we find in
community.

For quiet thinking time, Bach's "Prelude No. 1 in C Major" offers peace and calm. Its flowing
notes create a space where we can pause and reflect on our lives and goals. The steady pattern
feels like a gentle river, carrying our thoughts forward. At the start of a new year, this piece
reminds us to find beauty in simple things and to appreciate the steady rhythm of life that
continues through all seasons.

Schubert's "Ave Maria" touches people across all faiths with its gentle melody. While it comes
from a Christian background, its beauty can speak to everyone who seeks peace and
connection. This melody can bring comfort during winter's quiet moments and help us feel less
alone. Many find that this piece creates a space for deep emotional connection and healing.

As you have already heard -and | won't get tired of saying-, music has this amazing power to say
things that words cannot, bringing us closer to deep truths and each other. These classical
pieces, each in their own way, speak to our hopes and values. As we begin this year, they can
inspire us and keep us going through both challenges and celebrations. Whether you listen
alone in quiet moments or share these pieces in community, may this music fill your January
with hope, joy, and purpose.

Marina Machado
Music Director



Healing Justice News

Next Meeting is January 28th at 7:30 pm on Zoom - all welcome!

Healing Justice is focusing our efforts in a few key areas:

Growing our own understanding

- Read and Reflect program starting soon —a drop in opportunity during which we will read short essays
and discuss. The essays will focus on oppression in its many forms, including systemic oppression,
unconscious bias and racism.

Racial Justice

- Honoring Martin Luther King Jr. and his legacy

- Sugar Cane Burning (This is also an Environmental issue). Make your voice heard! Action campaign
here: https://addup.sierraclub.org/campaigns/sos-pbc-doh

Reproductive Rights
- Floridians Protecting Freedom is the new state-wide coalition we’re following

Participating in P.E.A.C.E.
- Save the Date for the Nehemiah Action — Monday, April 7th

Publish the ERA extremely time limited campaign

We encourage all UUFBR members and friends to urge President Biden to instruct the US Archivist to
certify and publish the ERA in the Constitution! Equality cannot wait. Info on the issue here. Take action
here.

Tell Biden to direct the archivist to publish the ERA now as part of the Constitution. Call the White House
and request the ERA be published: 202-456-1111. The line is staffed: 11am to 4pm, Tuesday-Thursday.

Script: "Hi, my name is [Your Name], and I’'m calling to urge President Biden to make the publication of
the Equal Rights Amendment to the Constitution a priority for his legacy before leaving the White
House."

You can also text, leave multiple messages, and submit a comment on the White House website,
whitehhttps://docs.google.com/document/d/luayvfyZhkN_ 1sDnWK4ro5ylrZypxwTALYlkpLejkdl/edit
?tab=t.0ouse.gov/contact/share/ through mid-January.

Honoring Martin Luther King Jr. and his legacy

Join us on Friday, Jan 17th! Please RSVP to healingjustice@uufbr.org to let us know you’re coming so we
will have enough food.



https://stopsugarburning.org/stop-the-burn/
https://addup.sierraclub.org/campaigns/sos-pbc-doh
https://www.peacepbc.org/invest_in_justice
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https://www.lwv.org/take-action/president-must-immediately-publish-equal-rights-amendment
https://act.progressflorida.org/go/633431?t=1&akid=35856%2E420697%2EVRNeTz
https://act.progressflorida.org/go/633431?t=1&akid=35856%2E420697%2EVRNeTz
mailto:healingjustice@uufbr.org

IN PREPARATION FOR BOCA RATON'S MLK JR. CELEBRATION,
HEALING JUSTICE INVITES YOU TO A:

o PRE=
' MARTIN HING

LUTHER

AT UUFBR

On Monday, January 20th, UUFBR members and friends will join the City of Boca Raton’s Martin Luther
King Jr celebration.

Allare welcome to join us! This event is free and open to the public. We will meet at Ebenezer Baptist
Church. Come early for breakfast between 8 AM -10 AM, or you can arrive by 9:30 AM to get ready for
the march at 10:00 AM. We encourage you to wear a UUFBR shirt - available to purchase for $20 soon!

e See the full Jan 20th schedule here: City of Boca MLK Jr celebration

MlK

ceremony & celebration
monday, jan 20

"IT Team Monthly Reminders

e Have UUFBR-related technology issues or questions? Email the IT Team itteam@uufbr.org.

¢ Need to make a change to the website? Email the web team at website@uufbr.org.

¢ Need to find the online member directory? Go to the Empower Directory at
https://uufbr.empowerchms.com/Members/.

¢ Need to login to the Members only portion of the UUFBR website? Click on the Member Login option
under the menu in the top right corner. If you do not remember your password, click Lost your
password? at the bottom of the page. If you find out that you do not have an account, please email the
IT Team and we can create one for you.

¢ Need to know more about scheduling Zoom meetings? Check out the Google Document, “Scheduling
Zoom Meetings” The IT Team can email you a link to this document upon request.”

Thank you,
Louis


mailto:itteam@uufbr.org
mailto:website@uufbr.org
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https://www.google.com/maps/place/Ebenezer+Baptist+Church/@26.3611784,-80.0863217,17z/data=!4m6!3m5!1s0x88d8e1f6fba1526f:0x6ca6586609d64bc1!8m2!3d26.3611736!4d-80.0837468!16s%2Fg%2F1tdqpfw3!5m1!1e1?authuser=0&entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI0MTIxMS4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Ebenezer+Baptist+Church/@26.3611784,-80.0863217,17z/data=!4m6!3m5!1s0x88d8e1f6fba1526f:0x6ca6586609d64bc1!8m2!3d26.3611736!4d-80.0837468!16s%2Fg%2F1tdqpfw3!5m1!1e1?authuser=0&entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI0MTIxMS4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
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Committees & Elected Roles
ZOOM links & descriptions

Board of Trustees

1st Thursday at 7:00 pm
Rajeev Arora, Claire Smith
copresidents@uufbr.org

Use this link to join on Zoom:
https://zoom.us/j/93768534897?
pwd=WEFNODZBV21Bc25sQWVjUGImRzdmdz09
Meeting ID: 937 6853 4897 Passcode: 114338

Landscape Committee

First Tuesday at 7:00 pm
Group contact: Celia Hirsch 561-870-3577

Use this link to join on Zoom:
https://zoom.us/j/95
432721616?pwd=dWNySFF5bTdoN3JSYi9JT1hBTEs0Zz09
Meeting ID: 954 3272 1616 Passcode: 575795

IT Team

Meets as needed
Group contact:
Louis Merlin, louismerlin@gmail.com

Use this link to join on Zoom:
https://zoom.us/j/95229659211?
pwd=SVJUdU93WXJLbEVhSWxuROduNE9aQT09
Meeting ID: 952 2965 9211 Passcode: 023036

Worship Team Meeting

Weekly on Wednesday at 5:00 pm
Group contact: Bill Jensen wmjensen44@gmail.com

Zoom Host: itteam@uufbr.org

Use this link to join on Zoom:

https://zoom.us/j/94556595523?
pwd=cDE3VkwvMUNSVX02N3pra0drvV25UZz09
Meeting ID: 945 5659 5523 Passcode: 540050 One tap
mobile +13052241968,,94556595523# US

Board of Trustees
Rajeev Arora
Claire Smith
Co-Presidents
Patrick Larson, VP, Facilities
Judy Keiser, Secretary
Bill Jensen - Treasurer
Trustees at Large
Rajeev Arora /

Carole Stephens/ Claire Smith/
Howard Prentice/ Lynn Smith
trustees@uufbr.org
https://groups.google.com/uufbr-board

Endowment Committee

2nd Thursday at 7:00 pm
Group Contact: Mitch Major: mitchmajor@earthlink.net
The Endowment Fund: Sustaining the Legacy, the Continuity, and the
Future of UUFBR and our UU Principles.

Use this link to join on Zoom:
https://zoom.us/j/920393641707
pwd=RzRMdjVWOGITMEJjVDU2VOJFTFJQdz09
Meeting ID: 920 3936 4170[1] Passcode: 361129 One tap mobile:
+19292056099,,920393641704# US (New York)

The Legacy Group

Third Sunday at 1 pm
Group contact: Judy Keiser Zoom Host: itteam@uufbr.org

Use this link to join on Zoom:
https://zoom.us/j/98795244584?
pwd=d1INuVzZnM05ycDkwVWtQQnJyUm1PQTO09
Meeting ID: 987 9524 4584 Passcode: 388278

Membership Committee

Fourth Wednesday at 3:00 pm
Group contact: Sharon Drew

Use this link to join on Zoom:
https://zoom.us/j/935349942637?
pwd=WEwwVEOWMHQzZVg2bC9TeUSNMGdwdz09
Meeting ID: 935 3499 4263 Passcode: 232167

Religious Education Council
(RE Council)

RE Council is taking a hiatus until further notice
RECouncil@uufbr.org
This group organizes activities for families with children and
promotes religious education for all ages.

Endowment Commiittee: Elected

Mitch Major
Jim Smith
Frank Murray
Alison rognas

Nominating Committee: Elected

Danielle Smith
Trish Bobbing
Terry Jordan

Click here to view Board Minutes. You
must be a Member and sign in.
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WHAT'S

HAPPENING m

Everyone is welcome!

SUN

MON

TUE

WED

THU

FRI

SAT

1 2 3 4
Admin in office 10 -3pm Stewardship Meeting 4pm, Admin in Office 10 '3pm
Gruunfi Maint. 9:30am Zoom Friday Night Happy Hour
Worship Team 5pm, Zoom Board Meeting- Adaptive/ 5pm, Zoom Movie Discussion Group,
strategic 5:30pm, Zoom Game night 7pm, 4pm
5 6 7 8 9 10 n
Office closed i K Vi icati - .
Admin in Office 9 -12pm Cleaning service 8am Admiin in office 10-3pm Admin mcrﬁ.ioel.o -3pm Non: \.nol.en.tCommunlcatlon Admin in Office 10 -3pm
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Admin in Office 9-12 pm
Worship Service 10:30am
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Office closed

Cleaning service 8am

Vision Mission meeting, 7pm
Zoom
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Admin in office 10-3pm
Healing Justice 7:30pm,
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Worship Team 5pm, Zoom
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Stewardship Meeting 4pm,
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Admin in Office 10 -3pm
Friday Night Happy Hour
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Please follow us on

UUFBR Facebook and Instagram

Check out our website for more information at

UUFBR.org or scan the QR code below

ULFBRorg


https://www.facebook.com/uufellowshipbr
https://www.facebook.com/uufellowshipbr
https://www.facebook.com/uufellowshipbr
https://www.facebook.com/uufellowshipbr
http://uufbr.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uufbr/

Classifieds

Have You Been to The Mountain?

Since 1980, The Mountain Retreat and Learning Center, located in
Highlands, NC, has provided enriching Unitarian Universalist year-
round programs filled with recreation, adventure, education, and
creativity.

https://www.themountainrlc.org

Upcoming programs in 2025 include:

Adult Program: Music Week — Experience our engaging Music Week
from April 13th -18th! Bring your dulcimers, flutes, drums, guitars and
instruments of your own. Enjoy evening concerts, morning and
afternoon learning sessions and sense of harmony as we enjoy nature,

friendship, and each other's talents.
Learn more and register soon at: https://www.themountainrlc.org/event/music-week/

Youth Programs: MountainCamp 2025 (registration opens on January 1st!)

Summer MountainCamping sessions are offered for youth aged 9-17, divided into age-appropriate groups.
These 2-week programs include all kinds of exciting activities from arts and crafts to outdoor survival skills
and more!

Outdoor Skills & Adventure (Ages 15-17): June 22 - July 5, 2025

Learn more and register at: https://www.themountainrlc.org/youth-programs/

“MountainCamp creates an environment where youth can learn to be sure of themselves and their values,
and then put those values into practice” - Elly M (MountainCamper)




